WOORAGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK...

NEWSLETTER IN A SNAPSHOT

This will be my last newsletter for a little while. I will
return for the first day of Term Four with Angela and
will then commence my leave. There will be a baby
very soon! Angela came along today to meet the
students and staff, and it was a lovely opportunity for
them to begin connecting with each other. Angela and
I will catch up over the holidays to ensure a thorough
handover. Our brilliant staff team will work together to
support Angela and great work will happen over the next two terms. Angela has a range of expertise that
will add value to the experience of our students, staff and school community.
I wanted to reiterate my sentiments from the production on Thursday night. It was such a great night and I
was just so incredibly proud of all our students.
We are so grateful for the support of families to provide, make and source costumes, to come along and
wholeheartedly support your children as they stepped out of their comfort zones and onto the stage. They
had so much fun and we are so appreciative of the lengths you took as families to enable this experience. I
must also extend this thank you to Deb and our amazing staff team! They are a wonderful bunch of people
and they were there, every step of the way to ensure support and success for our students. I honestly
couldn’t be any prouder. Thank you again to everyone. We look forward to 2024!
Whilst we are on the topic of production, with Deb retiring at the end of 2023, we held interviews this week
for her replacement. Lennon Harbour will be joining us as Performing Arts teacher for 2023 and beyond.
Lennon comes to us from Melbourne, having recently relocated to the North-East and is a practising
musician. Lennon’s warm, friendly and passionate nature will see him as the perfect addition to our team,
and I am sure he will provide wonderful opportunities for our students moving into the future.
During the holidays we have a range of works taking place. Xav Pinard will be installing our Kookaburra into
the playground, the fence behind the kitchen will be replaced and our sensory garden, behind the kitchen
will finally be completed. I am so excited to see the children’s faces when we return to school for the first
day of Term 4 2022! They are going to be so excited with their new spaces to play!
Please see contained in the newsletter, information about upcoming professional learning workshops for
parents. Staff will be attending educator focused sessions and I strongly encourage you to make the
sessions if you can!
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EVENT CALENDAR

2022 PARENT OPINION SURVEY
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion
Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is designed to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. We encourage all families to participate
in this survey. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
We have invited all families to participate in the survey. Please see compass newsfeed item from Monday 15 th August for details.
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 15th August to Friday 16th September.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork
period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information.
The survey can be found at the link below and the school pin is contained within the invitation on compass.
https://www.orima.com.au/parent

WPS BIKE EDUCATION PROGRAM TERM 4 2022
Leisha Jungawalla, our PE teacher, will be facilitating Bike Education in Term 4. This will look very similar to the program
we ran in 2021, but students will not require their bikes every week, as we have our own suite of bikes. Students are still
welcome to bring their own bike and helmet along on Thursdays, if this is something they would like to do, can do easily
or need to do to feel comfortable. This will be most prevalent for the P/1 class, as some of these students may still be
learning to ride a bike or the sizes of the bikes here won’t accommodate for the whole class.
This program will be celebrated with our whole of school bike ride from Eurobin to Bright on Friday 9th December 2022
We strongly encourage all family members to make this day available. If last year is anything to go by, it will be such
fun! The more parent helpers we have the better. We need riders, support crew, BBQ chefs, there are plenty of roles if
you just want to come along and be a part of the day and not ride. It is an earlier start than usual, we aim to leave
Wooragee PS approximately 7:45am on the morning, to beat some of the heat and to ensure we are back ready
students who need to catch buses home.

WPS WELLBEING COACH APPOINTMENT
Jules Millward has recently been appointed to the role of Wellbeing Coach at our
school. This has been in response to our DET Mental Health in School Funding.
Jules has been working at our school over 2022 as a Casual Relief Teacher and
already has relationships with students and staff. He brings with him close to 25
years-experience as both a teacher and counsellor. Jules has worked in public,
private, and international schools in his home country New Zealand, Laos, Kuwait,
Kazakhstan, Brunei, and Australia.
Jules will be working to support improved wellbeing with classes and small groups,
as well as having wellbeing discussions with individuals. He’s also available to meet
with staff and parents to provide ideas and perspectives to consider.
We are excited for the opportunities and access to resources and support this will
enable for all members of our school community. Jules will start in Term 4 2022.
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ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL SPORT TERM 4 2022
Can you please complete the attached google form if your child will be participating in Active After
School Sport for 2022. This helps us with planning.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYNJv4N1MnEgN1Slu8_UqC3vCaXJkgLYZ0mbOGz3waJ3ikw/viewform?usp=sf_link

STUDENT FREE DAY- 19TH OCTOBER 2022- HEY SIGMUND WORKSHOPS
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19TH 2022 (student free day)
HEY SIGMUND- ANXIETY & RESILIENCE WORKSHOP
LATROBE UNIVERSITY WODONGA 6:30-8:00PM (event brite RSVP link to come)
Tickets are free and can be booked here: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/strengthening-children-and-teens-against-anxietytickets-419309083757.
About the session:
Anxiety is a very normal part of being human, but for as many as one in five children it can reach intrusive levels, interfering
with family life, friendships and school performance. This transformational session will provide parents and carers with the
essential information and powerful, practical strategies to help their children and teens thrive through anxiety, whether it’s
everyday levels of anxiety or more intrusive. As part of this presentation, Karen will explore:
• A new, empowering way to understand anxiety.
• Common ways loving, committed parents might unintentionally fuel anxiety, and what to do instead.
• What to do when anxiety hits.
• Proven ways to calm and strengthen an anxious brain.
• How to build courage and resilience.
• Why anxiety might look like anger or tantrums, and what to do.
• Anxiety during adolescence – how social media, friendships, and the changes in the adolescent brain might contribute to
anxiety, and what parents can do.
Find out more about Karen on her website: www.heysigmund.com/.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITY- DR ROBERT GORDON
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8TH 2022
WOORAGEE PS 1:00-2:00PM
This is an opportunity to connect with Rob who has extensive experience in trauma and disaster recovery to discuss the
impacts of COVID-19 and bushfires on staff, children, and families in your community. These sessions are designed to support
staff and parents to increase their understanding of:
∙ the impacts of prolonged stress, disruption and uncertainty on health and wellbeing
∙ self-care strategies to support yourself and others during tough times
∙ the impact of disasters, trauma, and tough times on children and practical ways to support them (both academically and
socially)
∙ post-traumatic growth, hope and optimism
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“Dragon dayyyys…”
Well, what a night. We have only a few
photos as we were all so enraptured
with these incredible students and their
prowess on stage. There were many a
wobble on the final day of rehearsals,
lines lost and props misplaced, and yet
our students shone so brightly on stage
last Thursday. What an extraordinary
gift they were given by Deb with this
production; one that shan’t be
forgotten!

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

Wooragee Primary School is on the country of the Dhudhuroa people and we wish
to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of the land. We recognise their
connection to land, water and culture, in addition to their central place as
knowledge holders and teachers in our community. We pay our respects to their
elders past, present and emerging.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Jimmy, for showing resilience by trying your best at
swimming and being brave.
Piper, for being responsible for your learning by
participating wholeheartedly in Smiling Mind.
Freya, for being responsible for your learning by working

FRIDAY MENU

really hard and having a second attempt to improve!

Fresh Fruit

Henry, for being responsible and looking after your body

Cold Meat & Salad Rolls

by being mindful in Smiling Mind.
Hudson, for being responsible for the belongings of the
school by packing up with great initiative.
Freddie, for helping to sort out belongings in other
classrooms to make sure they were well-organised.
Aston, for being an enormous support to your peers
during production practice and on the night.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
September

October

8th Lilja
10th Summer
16th Harry
21st Scout
Judah
th
27 September

5th Elena
13th Cassie
Hudson
20th Cass
22nd Cooper
28th Eddie

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

For bookings and information visit: www.indigoshire.vic.gov.au/community/libraries
FABRIC ART WORKSHOP

Calling young artists. Design and decorate your own wearable cap or bag. Express yourself with colour, pattern and logos using fabric
markers, glue and materials. We can’t wait to see your spring fashion creations. All materials supplied.

BUILD AND PAINT A BIRDHOUSE

Calling all budding builders, painters and decorators. Join artist Samantha Badrock at Yackandandah library for a morning of building
and painting your own colourful bird-house. Create a home for birds to nest in this spring. The birds will be chirping with joy.

DINOSAURS ARE HERE!

Museums Victoria and Horridus the Triceratops are coming to town! Uncover the secrets of dinosaur fossils and explore what scientists
know about dinosaurs like Triceratops. Learn about the science of palaeontology. How was Horridus fossilised and found? Who found
Horridus? How did Horridus end up in Australia? Did Triceratops dinosaurs live in Australia?

LEGO BUILDERS INC.

Lego is back: build towers, palaces, mythical worlds. The sky's the limit. Hundreds and thousands of little Lego bricks to build with.
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