WOORAGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… NEWSLETTER IN A SNAPSHOT
It has been a very interesting term. I was fortunate
enough on Monday and Tuesday, for the first time
in 3 years, to attend the state Principal’s
conference. It was refreshing to be surrounded by
colleagues who have been through what we all
have in schools over the past 2.5 years and the
response in returning to school being commonly
shared.
We know that this term has presented new challenges with being unwell; both for students and staff.
We know that learning to re-connect and operate within community has been a different experience
from what we have become accustomed to. We also know that our children have not had a full year
of school in a long time and they are building their stamina. We are hopeful that our community stays
safe and well and that the upcoming break provides the opportunity to rest, recharge and re-build
some immunity so that Term 3 is more consistent for all of us.
I had the pleasure of listening to Kristen Douglas-National Manager headspace Schools, who is an
incredibly knowledgeable, and authentic person and in her role, experiences such wide range of
supports needed for children in response to the pandemic. I wanted to remind everyone about the
service. Whilst Headspace is only accessible for children aged 12-25, it reminds us that early
intervention, help seeking and support is a wonderful strategy in further supporting, upskilling and
enabling our children who are navigating the world, like all of us, after such a different reality. All
young people are able to visit their local GP and seek a mental health plan. Mental Health, like
physical health, needs to be checked in with and followed up. I am always happy to help families in
conversations about accessing supports or navigating what supports are out there.
Just a reminder that we have lots of events on our calendar coming up and that the end of school is
only a few weeks away. The last day of school for this term is Friday 24th June 2022 and is a 2:20pm
finish. Buses and out of school hours care services will run as normal.
I also just wanted to bring to remind everyone that I am taking two weeks long service leave the first
two weeks of Term 3 2022. Grace will be in charge Week One and Jess in Week Two. I will not be
contactable during this time as I will be avoiding getting eaten by crocodiles in Cape York!
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RECONCILIATION WEEK 2022: Be Brave. Make Change.
This week, in the 4/5/6 classroom, in Reading, we have been focusing on Searching for and Using Information, in nonfiction texts. We have been concentrating on the period of colonisation in Australia by the Europeans in 1788. We wanted
to explore several texts to grow our knowledge, and sustain searching in a variety of text types, using known text features
and structure to guide our research.
Our texts (so far) have been:

Somebody’s Land by Adam Goodes & Ellie Laing
Reader’s Digest Journeys into the Past: Life with the Pioneers by Richard Tames
Amazing Facts about Australia’s Heritage by Steve Parish
Indigenous and European Contact in Australia – printout from Britannica Kids
Earlier in the week, the students were guided through searching for important information as I read the text, and
highlighted my copy, modelling the process of finding information that was relevant to our focus topics of Indigenous
perspectives, colonists, convicts, pioneers, and squatters. Next, the students completed this with support, then
independently. We have begun collating our new knowledge and will continue to add to it in the coming weeks. Our
Writing focus for the remainder of this term is Historical Recount, and so, the information we are searching for now will
be utilised to write the recounts. We will be looking through many more texts as we gather information for our learning in
Writing.
It has been wonderful seeing the students engage with this topic with such respect, and we had conversations that
encompassed many different, and often difficult, aspects of this period of history. We haven’t shied away from warfare,
disease, displacement, assimilation, and the Stolen Generation. It has been heartbreaking and heart-warming all at once,
observing our students acknowledging our history with sadness, and vowing to make change as they grow into adulthood.
“We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better future.
By reading this book, you’re already walking with us.”
Adam Goodes & Ellie Laing - Somebody’s Land

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

UPDATED BANK DETAILS

Acc name: Wooragee Primary School

BSB: 033264

Acc number: 393339
UNIFORM LABELLING

NERSSA CROSS COUNTRY
On Friday 27th May 2022 we participated in the NERSSA Cross Country
carnival. It was a wonderful day, joining our friends from other small
schools in our area. For the first time, there was a venue change, and
we went to Yackandandah Sports Park, which was both a convenient
and beautiful location. We were impressed at the resilience from our
students; stretching themselves and being uncomfortable, trying their
best, supporting others and challenging themselves. The junior students
had lots of fun on their own mini cross-country track, listening to music
and collecting beads, some of the little people even ran further than
the 12/13 year olds with how many laps they did!
We want to also wish Darcy, Ollie & Judah all the best for tomorrow as
they represent themselves, their school and NERSSA, at the Upper
Hume Division Cross-Country Carnival at Willow Park in Wodonga. We
are enormously proud of their efforts and hope that tomorrow sees
them try their best and have fun while doing so.

SSG MEETINGS
Just a reminder to families whose children have an IEP, SSG
meetings will be held over the next 3 weeks. Thursday 9th June
(P/1), Thursday 16th June (2/3) and Thursday 23rd June (4/5/6). Times
are booked in, please ensure you do not miss your appointment.

We have had a very generous
offer from a parent who has
offered to come into school to
label children’s uniforms,
particularly jumpers. With the
colder weather upon us, and the
desire to encourage and support
children to enable our school
value of responsibility, uniforms
need to be labelled. On Tuesday
21st June 2022, Shari has offered
to use iron on name labels to
label any school jackets/jumpers
that parents would like, free of
charge. If you can ensure that
your child’s jumper/s are placed
in a labelled bag on this day, we
can leave them with Shari to
complete. It will be fine for
students to wear a different
jumper on this day, so that all
school items can be available to
be labelled.

WPS Families (Closed
Facebook Group)
If you use social media, take
a look for this closed group on
Facebook. It provides a
wonderful opportunity for
school families to share
uniforms, find lost items,
generally network with each
other.
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Wooragee Primary School is on the country of the Dhudhuroa people and we wish
to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of the land. We recognise their
connection to land, water and culture, in addition to their central place as
knowledge holders and teachers in our community. We pay our respects to their
elders past, present and emerging.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Jimmy, for working extremely hard with your reading and
knowledge of your sounds.
Yani, for showing responsibility and care for the lambs by taking
them for walks at playtime.
Artemis, for showing responsibility for her learning by listening and
answering questions during reading and writing.
Judah, for being kind and inclusive to those in your classroom. You
never fail to help another person or engage with someone who
needs a friend.
Henry, for showing incredible resilience when you wrote and
delivered an excellent speech at the last minute! Everyone loved it!
Brok, for coming back from being ill, and writing a lovely speech for
the competition! Your resilience was impressive!
Cooper, for spending a significant amount of time at home,
researching and writing an interesting speech. Thank you for taking
such responsibility for your learning!
Arlo, for supporting other students to transition and settle when you
can see a need for it. Your kindness and respect is evident.
Judah, for showing initiative and assisting your teacher and peers!
Sometimes you know what people need without them even asking!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
5th Percy
8th Kiera
8th Jess
13th Grace
28th Hunter E
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12th Frankie
Anouk
19th Ted

