WOORAGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… NEWSLETTER IN A SNAPSHOT
Thank you to everyone who supported our
Scholastic Book Fair. Through your generous
support, not only do lots of our children have
greater access to books at home, but we were
able to add $410 worth of books to our school
library, which is such exciting news for our
students. It was a huge success for the short
time frame we had and we have already
scheduled in our 2022 dates. We thank you
for supporting our students and our school.
Thank you also to all of our incredible students, families and staff who contributed, helped,
attended and just supported our Winter Warmer Women Concert Event. We were so
fortunate to have had the support and help of so many local people, both within and outside
our school community! It was wonderful to see the passion for a small, rural school, and for
reconnecting after a year separated by lockdown. Thank you to all who braved the cold to
join us in sharing music and a meal under the stars. We are awaiting final fundraising figures,
but in terms of our AIP goal around connected communities, it was a huge success. Many
people who attended the evening went out of their way to comment on the positive feel of
our school community. With the improvements which will take place in our playground area
through our active schools grant, there will be greater scope to hold the event on site-which
will make many aspects of an event like this, much easier.
We have received dates for our School Review which will take place in Term 4 2021.
Students, parents and staff will be a part of this process in different ways, as well as our
School Council President, Claudia Keenan, Senior Education Improvement Leader, John
Pryor and our challenge partners, Jayden Kotzur (Principal- Talgarno PS) and Heidi McKay
(Assistant Principal- Melrose PS). This process occurs every 4 years and its goal is to evaluate
where we have been and diagnose our steps moving forward, as part of the improvement
cycle. In Week 8, I will be sending out another parent feedback survey, we had 17 parents
complete last time. It would be wonderful to increase this number so that we have even
more informed ideas and opinions from our school community.
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EVENT CALENDAR

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
SOCIAL NIGHT- SOUP & CURRY
FRIDAY 18TH JUNE 2021 5:30-8:00PM
 To be held in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen- if numbers exceed what is comfortable in the
kitchen, we will move into the school building.
 All family members welcome
 Please use the link below to RSVP by Wednesday 16th June
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDwaV45CCX4dcE_FOksExZ3uRacHIyHur5tVvylW63ONM83w/viewform?usp=sf_link

In Term One we surveyed all of our community; students, families and staff.
This is a wordle of the key words which emerged repeatedly when we asked
students to respond to “Being a student at Wooragee Primary School means…”
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MAKING CONNECTIONS
Over the last four weeks we have been developing
our comprehension knowledge of making a deep
connection to texts we have been reading in class.

“Yirrikama is my favourite place because it has lots of bush habitats. There is a river that goes under the bridge. You have
to wear gumboots in Yirrikama if you are going to play in the water. You might sometimes see some snakes in there as well. The
trees make good cubbies.” –Freya
“I want to tell the kids about our school. There are birds flying up above our school and we love it because we love their sound.
We wear gumboots in the water. Gumboots are really good because you have to put them on and you don’t get your feet wet.
The foxes are really cute in Yirrikama but they’re really nasty. The snakes are very, very scary even when my brother runs downs
to me!” –Kiera
“This is about the orphan lambs. They are funny lambs. They are bouncy! They love to snoop and be cheeky. They love to sleep
in a sunny corner. They often look for food or a corner to sleep.” –Scout
“Jess is lovely. Jess loves green. Jess loves ice cream. She loves the blood moon and Jane. And she loves us, the children she
teaches.” –Bella
“Sunny makes people happy when they’re sad. He is fluffy! He always on the leash. He is sometimes lazy.” –Finn
“I love learning the best at Wooragee. People kids with learning. They will be kind. Learning means getting better. Learning
helps!” –Summer
“I wrote about gardening. Gardening helps the garden grow well. Gardening is tiring! It helps you get fit. Trees are a great help
to the world because they make the air clean.” –Solace
“There are two lambs. The orphan lambs eat grass. They love each other. Buttercup jumps and he tried to eat my furniture at
home.” –Poppy
“I love cooking because it’s fun. I cook at school and I enjoy it. I like the sound of the rain on the kitchen roof. The food is always
delicious.” –Sophie
“Maths is the best thing at school because there is writing in it too. We are learning about Fractions. We did a fractions dance
yesterday.” –Nikita
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ATTENDANCE
It is important that we commence the school day setting up our children to be successful. Part of this success is heavily reliant on
ensuring children are ready at school for the day to commence at 8:55am. Not only does arriving late have negative impacts on
the students who are late in regards to their learning, but also the social and emotional aspects of beginning the day. Being late
can also impact on other students who may be distracted by others who are arriving at different stages when they are trying to
settle into their learning. We also know that we have shared information about children remaining home from school if they are
unwell- but students should be at school at all times unless they are unwell.
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

We will be running Jump Rope for Heart as
part of our Term 3 Health and Physical
Education curriculum. Students will be
welcome to raise funds for their jumping,
but this will not be mandatory. The focus
will be on fitness and skill acquisition. We
also plan to hold a ‘jump off’ day with our
cluster schools.

WPS HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS
Please keep an eye out in children’s
homework folders for their individual high
frequency words cards. There is
information accompanying these words
and a video which has been shared on
Facebook and seesaw. This will take no
more than 3 minutes to complete with
children and will support their learning and
confidence significantly. We appreciate
your support.
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Wooragee Primary School is on the country of the Dhudhuroa people and we
wish to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of the land. We
recognise their connection to land, water and culture, in addition to their
central place as knowledge holders and teachers in our community. We pay
our respects to their elders past, present and emerging.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
To be announced next Friday when we are back together

No menu this week

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY- MAY

7th Arlo
18th Tyna
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WE NEED YOUR HELP
As part of our work as a School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) school, we have audited and revised our WPS
behaviour expectations. These have been reduced and refined to ensure that they encompass what it is that we value in our
school community and the expectations we have for everyone; students, families, staff. This matrix is geared towards student
friendly language, with the goal of being as clear and succinct as possible (hence why we have reduced the amount of
statements). There is a need that for any of the positive statements, the language can be interchanged with I / we statements.
There is also the need that there is an explicit teaching of a skill or strategy which can sit behind each of these statements. This
ensures that we are explicitly able to teach the skill that it is required. Staff and the student leadership team have worked on
this draft document over the term. We are in the final stages of editing, which is why we are calling on parent involvement. If
you would like to take a close look and email your feedback by Friday 11th June 2021, this would be greatly appreciated. This
matrix will be visible all over our school within classrooms and in the outside environment, so it can be referenced easily and is
very clearly visible for students. It provides the behaviours we see as contributing to our vision and mission in creating a positive
environment for everyone.
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WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHILD SAFETY STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
2021
Wooragee Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the primary focus of
our care and decision-making.
Wooragee Primary School’s approach to creating and maintaining a child safe school environment is guided by our school philosophy
and values. At Wooragee Primary School our vision is ‘To nurture an authentic and sustainable living and learning school community.’
We know children can struggle to achieve their personal best if they are not safe from abuse.
At Wooragee Primary School our values guide the decisions and behaviours of all members of our school community, including in
relation to child safety:
 Respect – for ourselves and others, our community and the environment
 Resilience – trying hard, bouncing back, persisting
 Responsibility – for our learning, our thoughts and our actions
Wooragee Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse.
We are committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are
heard about decisions that affect their lives. Our child safe policies, procedures, strategies and practices will be inclusive of the needs
of all children, particularly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds,
children with disabilities, and children who are vulnerable
Every person involved in Wooragee Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role they play
individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do
and every decision they make.
Child safety principles
In its planning, decision-making and operations, Wooragee Primary School will:
1. Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety;
2. Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives;
3. Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of harm to children;
4. Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount;
5. Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children;
6. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and volunteer supervision and
professional development;
7. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they are comfortable and encouraged
to raise such concerns;
8. Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities;
9. Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the safety and wellbeing of children is at risk; and
10. Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers
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