WOORAGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… NEWSLETTER IN A SNAPSHOT
It has been a great opportunity this week to
commence our parent/teacher interviews for
Term One. We are grateful for the time and
commitment of families in supporting our
students. The chance to meet together to share
a common purpose and focus in ensuring our
students’ learning needs are met, is an
opportunity we value as educators. We feel strongly about positive relationships between home
and school and these interviews form a part of fostering that relationship and building mutual
trust. Term Two SSG meetings continue for the next few weeks. Please ensure you have booked
in if you need to.
Last Friday we celebrated National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence Day, and students
wore orange and participated in the sharing of stories, ideas and a kindness challenge to
celebrate the 2021 theme, culture of kindness. The students were eager to complete their
kindness challenge and took it on with gusto! The vibe in the school on Friday was really positive
and it was lovely to see the students respond with such commitment. Thank you to the teachers
for supporting this day.
Thank you to Ellen Huggins who came in to raise awareness for World Down Syndrome Day. Ellen
is always so approachable and kind in the way she responds to questions and supports our school
community with language and ways to frame questions. Our students felt safe to be curious and
ask questions to find out more, and did so in a beautifully respectful way, sharing stories, making
connections and genuinely wanting to increase their knowledge and awareness. The world is a
much nicer place when we all seek to understand. Thank you Ellen & Cassie!
On Monday 28th March 2022, we welcome our newest Education Support Staff member, Des
Jackson. Des will be sharing her time between the P/1 and 2/3 classrooms, and also driving the
OSHC bus in the afternoons. Des comes to us from Wodonga South Primary School and has a
long history in early childhood. She will be a wonderful addition to our team!
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EVENT CALENDAR

i
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EASTER MARKET
We are looking forward to our Easter Market and have been
overwhelmed by the response from our school community.
Extremely generous offers of accommodation, prizes, wood, etcthank you to everyone!
We will need lots of help on the day! If you can volunteer 2 hours,
we would be so appreciative. Please fill out the link below so that
we can create a timetable.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7SwWbLP1TRjgAYRcjlCxQ
AR8RWg8exRGfoc6BviGaisEe0g/viewform?usp=sf_link
COW POO LOTTO
Just as fun as it sounds and a treasured part of the Wooragee Market! This year we will be running 2 time
slots and so far we have availability for ticket purchasers for the 10:00am session. All you have to do is click on
the link below and secure your number and then pay $10 to the front office or direct deposit, using your name
and cow poo lotto number as the reference. You can buy as many numbers as you like. Prizes are a choice of a
night’s accommodation in Albury or Beechworth at a luxury Air BnB, with wine and vouchers to add to the
experience!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qccTIfPYpcV2ulfjHaWnCMxX7W39DOSFHNJR9NPFBzI/edit?usp=sharing

Acc name: Wooragee Primary School Council

BSB: 803070

Acc number: 48136

EASTER MARKET ROSTER (so far!)
We have tried to book each family in for only one 2-hour time slot, so everyone gets to enjoy the market
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OSHC SERVICE
Just a reminder, if you would like to access OSHC you need to contact Yackandandah Out of
School Hours Care on Phone: 02 6027 143 or Email: yack.ps.oshc@outlook.com and
Beechworth TheirCare on Phone: 0447 717 055 or Email: beechworth@theircare.com.au. We
cannot provide consent forms until you have enrolled with the OSHC service. This is to ensure
there is space in the program, which is not managed by our school. Once this occurs, families
need to get in touch with us and we will arrange our school-based consent forms to be
distributed, which will allow students to utilise the service. There is no fee to travel on the
OSHC bus and the bus will only be used in the mornings and afternoons to transport
students to OSHC services.
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These are no
ordinary drawings,
and this will be no
ordinary playground!

These drawings have
prompted beautiful
writing from our Year
4-6 class!

Read on and see…
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WOW! Yelled all the kids as they pranced into a realm of imagination. All the kids skipped into the new playground. Running
and playing, climbing and exploring. Dragons and fairies roamed the playground, giving and taking, living and dying.
Everyone had a different idea of what to be. The children ran in and out of the cosy, warm gumnuts, as they thrived with life.
The kookaburra soared through the air as the kids explored the world in their imaginations. The possum jumped and ran around
the playground, kids clinging to its back. In the corner, kids were making cubbyhouses on the new shining metal rods, glinting
in the afternoon sun.
Ding, ding! Everybody rushed inside. The playground went silent. The dragons and fairies walked to a quiet place and went to
sleep. The kookaburra landed and the possum went still, everyone waiting for a new day.
--If we had a playground like this I would play Floor is Lava (the lava is melted sugar!) with Henry, Arden, Indigo, Aston, and Thali,
because they are nice, caring, loving, and resilient. Hide and seek is so fun with this playground. Joy would fly up in the sky: pink,
blue, yellow stuff will fly up in the sky. The birds will play with the kids when it is play time. When the song plays the birds will sing.
The kindness will blow up in the sky. The people will be so happy! The tree will be turned into a treehouse and there will be comfy,
soft blankets with pillows. When its home time the teacher will say bye, the birds will say goodbye to the kids, and the kids will go
home.
--If I had a new playground, I would play with my imagination and also play with my friends. I would
swing like a monkey and climb like a spider. I would also have fun making bases. The bases would
be camouflaged, covered in lots of sticks and blooming flowers. I would play Floor is Lava (and
the lava would be as hot as blue fire!) on the sugar glider and slide down the kookaburra tail.
--If we had a new, astounding playground like this we could ride the ferocious sugar glider and use our
imaginations to pretend to be riding a dragon! We could take our imagination to a new limit! Slide on the
kookaburra’s tail, relax on the sugar glider’s wing, hide in the gum nuts, slide down the leaves, be anywhere! I
think a new playground like this would be astonishing!
I would love a playground like this – something new – I haven’t had a slide at school in a while. It would be
amazing to have a ginormous playground like this! So excited!
Whoosh! Went the playful kids when they slide, jolting down the kookaburra’s tail. It would be amazingly fun to
play tag in the dazzling gumnuts, and rest under the sugar glider’s peaceful, majestic shade.
--If we had a playground like this we would play hide and seek for fun all day. We could build a secret base and mine underground in the secret base.
Then, I will build a hut for the tools and then a hut for living in, and I’ll get gold and diamonds.
--I imagine that the kookaburra could fly with us on her back, high, far, wide, all around Australia. I imagine
that we could glide from mountain to mountain, glide on and on, non-stop. I imagine that we could jump on and off
the gum nuts. We would play all sorts of games, make stick doors, and even slide down the leaves. All these
playgrounds would be so fun.
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If we had a playground like this, we would jump off the high spots and do 360s, and climb like spiders and hang like monkeys
off the beak. I would climb like a spider up the kookaburra and slide down the tail.
I would jump out of the high point of the gumnut and slide down the leaf, then go back up the slide and build a hideout made of
sticks and leaves, so it would save me from the hot sun and be camouflaged from deadly, scary animals.
I would play Bubbly Floor is Lava with my friends on the sugar glider and climb like a spider up to the smooth floor, then slide
down to the tail to climb on it upside down. I would go under the sugar glider and grab some sticks, leaves, and wood planks, so I
can be shaded from the hot sun and camouflaged from other people. I’d sit on its really hot head with my friend and talk, then
slide off its head and jump onto the really big pine cones to survive the lava above the bark.
--If I had a playground like this, I would slide down the sugar glider feeling the metal tickle my fingers. I would go on the kookaburra
and pretend I was high in the sky. I would go on the gum nuts and pretend I was a tall statue. It would feel like a dream where we
are small and they are big. We could also hide in the sugar glider when playing hide and seek, and build bases in the gum nuts.
This would be different to other schools but really unique. And it would be a good idea to make this playground because lots of
kids will like it.
Me and my friends would play some different games if we had this playground because we could pretend to be little ants in a huge
world, and it would feel like you’re in a dream.
--If we had a playground like this, we would play Survival of the Fittest and use the gum nuts as
homes so we would store our weapons and pretend food. If we had a playground like this, we could
play a game called Survival Grade. It is about surviving in the playground. You can choose to be
an aggressive tribe or a passive tribe and when you are in Year Six you become leader of the
tribe.
--If we had a playground like this we would play with friends and yeet off the kookaburra. We could climb back up
its tail and swing off the beak. We could climb and climb and climb. We could be monkeys and pretend to fly.
--If we had a playground like this, joy and happiness would be around every corner. Imagination would fly through the air. Anything would be possible,
anyone could be anything and anything could be anyone. We could soar in the sky and swim in the sea. The kookaburra could be the highest mountain,
or the smallest willy-wag tail. Gum nuts are the smallest beads or the biggest rocks.
You could be anywhere on the earth. The hot and crisp plains of Africa, the frozen and frosted land of Antarctica. We could be the biggest polar bear
to the smallest mouse. Trees so high they could touch the fluffy clouds. Kids would gather around to play on the amazing metal rods and beautiful
shapes. Kids of all ages would want to play endlessly on the equipment, laughing to their hearts content.
--If we had a playground like this, we could jump off the playground and play Floor is Lava. It would be so much
fun! We could pretend that we were riding the kookaburra through the bush and go on an adventure where we
could slide and climb. The lava is hot and bubbly, and I can hear the birds tweeting. I can smell the fresh gum
leaves in the big trees.
---

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

If we had a playground like this we would do parkour and do flips onto the wet grass and slide down the gum nuts and fall asleep
in the gum nuts. I’d jump off the kookaburra’s head and hit the soggy soil. And with the possum, you can use underneath as a
big tent for a house.
--If we had a playground like this we would be jumping thing to thing, aka parkour. I would climb on the gum nuts where I would
be the tallest kid in the school. When me and my friends are playing tiggy I would climb to the top of everything to not get tagged,
so I can win tiggy. But also, we would play hide and seek and build hidden forts. The first would be built out of sticks and leaves.
--Whoosh, I slide down the sugar glider wing… it is so much fun! To the banksia to climb, wow! It’s
so cool up here. To the kookaburra next! Wow, I can feel the wind in my hair, it’s like I’m
actually flying. I closed my eyes. I’m flying… wait, the kookaburra is flying. Wow, the clouds and
trees, and just… wow. I open my eyes because I hear the music in the speaker. No! I don’t want to
go in. I can’t wait til next break.
I wish I was out on that awesome playground, I thought. “Break time!” said the teacher. “Yay!” we
all yelled. As I went out, I dreamed of what I was going to play this break.
This time I went to the gum nuts. I hopped in the top gum nut. Wow, it’s so comfy in here. I slide
down the leaf that came out of the gum nut I was sitting in. I found some sticks and leant them up
against the bendy, wavy poles and made a little shelter. I put leaves on the floor and hang a pile
of leaves from the roof, with a piece of long grass. I fall asleep in this cosy place, imagining
tomorrow’s break.
--If we had a playground like this, I would make a rope swing above the kookaburra that swung as high as the Eiffel Tower. I would pretend I was flying
in the air like a bird in a fluffy cloud, and flop out there on the swing and chillax. I would get ready for the landing back on the majestic kookaburra.
There’s no need to pretend the floor is lava. You’ve just gotta hang on for dear life, because the floor isn’t soft, it is hard dirt. It still hurts if you fall
off because the dirt is not soft. It ain’t going to be pretty. I mean, it’s better than falling on concrete, but you’d still get knocked out.
I would love to have the majestic kookaburra so I can climb up the top and hang upside down on the very top, and play on it with my friends. We’d
swing off it. I am swinging on a hockey stick in the fluffy air, hoping I don’t fall off, and having the life of my dreams.
--I’ve been blown away by the students’ ability to dig deep into their imagination and write beautifully about
how they would utilise this space. They have worked all week, editing, up-levelling, adding wonderful
descriptive words and phrases. I’m so proud of them, and they’ve been so proud of themselves too! These pieces of
writing will be shared in more detail with School Council as we get ready to re-imagine our playground.
Jess

[Incredible drawings created by Steady Chameleon, Yackandandah, VIC]
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LOTE
Dhudhuroa Language Program
Below are the Dhudhuroa body parts and song we’ve been learning. Enjoy singing together!
Dhudhuroa Language

English

Marriawa

Heads

Burrnanba

Shoulders

Dhiminba

Knees

Djinu

Toes

Wandjaba

Eyes

Marramba

Ears

Niwa

Mouth

Dhindiwa

Nose

Pronunciation
dj

as in jam.

ng

soft sound in ‘singer’ not the hard sound in ‘angry’.

dh

‘d’ sound made with the tongue against or between the teeth.

b

somewhere between ‘b’ and ’p’ like spade

Song- Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
Marriawa, burrnanba, dhiminba djinu
Dhiminba djinu
Marriawa, burrnanba, dhiminba djinu
Dhiminba djinu
Wandjaba, marramba, niwa, dhindiwa
Marriawa, burrnanba, dhiminba djinu
Reference
Way Warru and Dhudhuroa Language Program and Dictionary
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Wooragee Primary School is on the country of the Dhudhuroa people and we
wish to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of the land. We
recognise their connection to land, water and culture, in addition to their
central place as knowledge holders and teachers in our community. We pay
our respects to their elders past, present and emerging.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
For Daisy, for showing the value of respect on the floor by waiting her turn to
talk, and raising her hand.
For Harry, for helping your friends concentrate during a mini lesson.
Fore Freya, for your incredible efforts in the kindness challenge last Friday, and
your kindness always.
For Finlay, for showing responsibility by picking up and caring for our school
equipment.
For Lilja, for your incredible effort when blending sounds together to write
words.
For Ollie, for being a leader during pack-up time and helping a teacher.
For Darcy G, for being a leader during pack-up and helping a teacher.
For Anouk, for showing kindness towards her peers by offering her ear muffs.
For Jimmy, for being resilient and working hard with his reading.
For Cooper, for respectfully and generously helping out a friend who couldn’t
remember what he wanted to say. You set a marvellous example to others,
Cooper!
For Freddie, for demonstrating wonderful conversation skills as you respectfully
waited for your turn in the discussion. Well done!
For Elena, for participating so wholeheartedly in choir, taking responsibility for
your learning, and setting a wonderful example for others!
For Grace, for participating so wholeheartedly in choir, taking responsibility for
your learning and setting a wonderful example for others!
For Tommy, for listening respectfully and supporting others to understand the
instructions in class. Well done!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
5th Cameron
23rd Margaux
31st Audrey
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1st Yani
4th Alicia
5th Darcy Kelly
Lachlan
9th Erin. R
11th Brok
12th Aston
21st Sophie C
23rd Artemis

WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

