WOORAGEE PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK…
It has been a wonderful term and I would like to acknowledge and thank the students, staff and
families for all of their efforts and support over the past term. Our new Prep students have settled
in beautifully and they particularly have a lot to celebrate already. Thank you to those families who
have taken the time to complete the Term One Parent Feedback Survey, the results from this
survey will assist in facilitating conversations to drive reflection and school improvement. I
encourage you to complete the survey if you have not yet done so, as this will close on Thursday.
These results will be shared with school council and the school community via the newsletter next
term.
With some advice and conversations with some helpful parents, particularly Will Keenan and Matt
Gallagher, we are making some improvements to our school garden set up. Matt has a team of
young people who have assisted him to remove the old fencing on the lamb paddock during
gardening, to open up this area as a play space for the students. This will mean that the orchard
area will be fenced in to include the chicken house, which will allow our chickens and lambs to
graze in the orchard area. This will be beneficial having chickens to consume the dropped fruit and
also more green space for our children to play and explore. We look forward to this project
coming together. This will also mean the improvement of our cold compost set up which will be
moved to near the greenhouse and bricked up with recycled bricks to improve its strength and
aesthetic. The whole area will be looking much tidier and will be more user friendly in the near
future, which is exciting. Whilst in the line of improvements, I have received confirmation from the
VSBA in relation to our fencing project, which can officially commence. We are now waiting on a
confirmed start date with trades and accessing materials.
I would like to share the news with our school community from our March School Council meeting
and AGM. Congratulations to Claudia Keenan who is our new School Council President, Matt
Gallagher is Vice President, Ross Ashcroft is Treasurer and Jessica Marshall is Minute Secretary. All
members in our school council are representatives and contacts for all parents in our community.
If there is an issue that you would like to be placed on the school council meeting agenda, Claudia
and Matt are your best points of contact, in addition to getting in direct contact with myself.
Please know you always have a voice and a way of having your thoughts, ideas and opinions valued
and heard. We are excited for the work that the school council will undertake this year to best
support the focus for our students. Particularly with our school being on its 4 year review cycle this
WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1011 BEECHWORTH-WODONGA ROAD WOORAGEE VICTORIA 3747
P: 03 5728 7255 M: 0407 512 039 E: Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.woorageeps.vic.edu.au/
Also find us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up to date.

EVENT CALENDAR

year in Term 4. I have included photos of these people so that you can help to put a face to the name. This year we are extending an invitation
to the wider school community for parent and community members to be a part of our school sub-committees. We have included some new
sub-committees and would love parent support in any of the sub-committees listed below, but particularly the bottom 3; fundraising, building
& facilities, grants & policies. Please get in touch if you think you would be interested in joining one of these sub-committees.

Finance
Curriculum

Alicia Odewahn, Wendy Walker, Ross Ashcroft
Alicia Odewahn, Grace Panjari, Jess Marshall

Fundraising
Building & Facilities
Grants & Policies

Alicia Odewahn, Claudia Keenan, Bonnie Greenwood, Shani Mueller
Alicia Odewahn, Matt Gallagher, Tom Colcott, Nathan McIntosh, Nathan Cole
Alicia Odewahn, Ross Ashcroft

Please find below the timetable set up with those families who have already indicated that they can help us in the running of our stall at the
Yackandandah Garden Club Expo at Osbornes Flat 2nd May. Ideally we would like two volunteers for each shift, so if you can fill a gap, please
just get in touch with me.
During the holiday break we will be moving the location of our library to the current 2/3 classroom. With a strong focus on reading this year,
we have considered a range of factors and believe that this model will be more supportive of our students and their learning. The 2/3 class are
looking forward to their new classroom space and the children are looking forward to a more central and shared library space. We want to
thank Beechworth Secondary College for their kind donation of shelving
I hope you all get time over the break to enjoy spending time with your little people, exploring, getting creative, spending time with those
most special to you and taking the time to rest and recharge. Thank you again to everyone for a great term, we are looking forward to a
wonderful Term Two. Stay safe and take care.

Claudia Keenan

Matt Gallagher

School Council
President

School Council
Vice President

YACKANDANDAH GARDEN CLUB EXPO HELPERS 2ND MAY 2021
9;00-11:00am
(inc. set up)

Chontelle Bourne

11:00am-1:00pm

Tyla McKeeman

Bonnie Greenwood

1:00-3:00pm
3:00-5:00pm (inc.pack
up)

Anita Browne

PLEASE NOTE…

CONGRATULATIONS
A big congratulations must be extended to Grace
who has been accepted to complete her Masters in
Inclusive Education. This is a scholarship offered
through the DET and Grace has been successful in
her application. This is a huge achievement and one
which will benefit both students and staff within
our school community. This is also invaluable
modelling for our students to see evidence of the
importance of being a life-long learner.
Congratulations, Grace!
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Reader’s Workshop
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DATE

24.04.21

EVENT
Wooragee Community Comeback Event

INVOLVEMENT
Staff will run some child friendly outdoor activities

Opportunity for existing and new families of Wooragee community and
Wooragee PS to catch up, meet each other share some food and engage in
some fun family friendly activities

02.05.21

Yackandandah Garden Club Expo
First event held at Osbornes Hall. WPS will be entering into the kids garden
competition and holding a plant & produce stall on the day

15.05.21

Community Concert (Yack Sports Park –TBC)
Locally run outdoor concert event featuring 3 bands. WPS catering the
community dinner event

Support with setting up, running & packing up WPS
Stall
Willing Parents to support the design and creation
of classroom scarecrows and student mini gardens
during gardening sessions

Support with décor, setting up, packing up,
cooking, presenting serving food and washing
dishes.
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Wooragee Primary School is on the country of the Dhudhuroa people and we
wish to acknowledge them as the traditional owners of the land. We
recognise their connection to land, water and culture, in addition to their
central place as knowledge holders and teachers in our community. We pay
our respects to their elders past, present and emerging.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ATTENDANCE
PREP

Winifred demonstrates our school value of Respect as she encourages and
assists her classmates frequently throughout the day, setting a wonderful
example for her peers.
Hunter showed resilience when she was losing the shape game. She was
frustrated but took a deep breath and joined in and finished the game.

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

THANK YOU

YEAR 6

Niamh demonstrated phenomenal respect during our show and share
presentations. She was using eye contact, listening and putting up her hand
to ask questions. What a great role model to have in our audience.
Arden consistently shows respect in the classroom to her peers and teachers
by listening carefully and offering thoughtful contributions to group
discussions.
Arlo worked really hard during reading workshop and his work got damaged.
He was resilient and had another go and produced a beautiful library book
tag for our classroom library.
Rourke for taking pride in his passion project by creating an amazing poster
at home.

THE WOORAGEE WAY

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY- APRIL

4th Alicia
5th Lachlan
9th Erin

12th Aston
21st Sophie
23RD Artemis
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WOORAGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL
CURRICULUM REPORT
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
22.03.2021
2021 ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
We meet as a staff in Week 10 to audit ourselves against our 2021 AIP goals and focus our attention on the
work to be completed in Term 2. As part of our School Improvement Team (SIT) meetings throughout the term,
we ensure we are maintaining focus on our goals and ensuring planning and progress towards these goals.
Some of the work which has already taken place is outlined below.
Reading will be reported on in the section below.
Our Tutor Learning Initiative has commenced and we have 5 children a part of this initiative with a focus on
reading (as aligned to our AIP Goal 0 target around extension and catch-up and reading). Alicia works in
classrooms one on one with each student for 15 minutes Monday to Thursday during the writing block. This is
to ensure multiple exposures and the opportunity to both access and consolidate phonics knowledge and
reading skills. The focus has been both decoding and encoding taught simultaneously. This model will continue
for the remainder of Term 1, to be reassessed at the end of term with student assessment to ensure it is the
best approach for the students we are working with. This means these children have explicit support in reading
during the Tutor Learning Initiative, the reading block and during individualised phonics intervention in the last
hour of the day.
We held the Parent Information session, the school working bee and BBQ in Term 1 and community events for
Term 2 are being scheduled. The student leadership team has started again this term and students have
decided on a free dress day for the last day of term. This is supporting our work around community
connections and connectedness to school.
DET DIFFERENTIATED SCHOOL SUPPORT INITIATIVE (DSSI)
The work which has been undertaken in Term 1 with the support of Kirby has been really positive. We have
engaged each student in the school with a reading survey, which will be sent out in Week 5 of each term for the
year. This will provide data for us to gauge how students are feeling about reading and this data can be
triangulated with formal assessment and observations to assess where our children are at in regards to
achievement, but also effort and confidence. We interviewed 4 students in the school or varying year level,
ability and gender to engage in ‘learner conversations’, this was to capture a sample of students opinions, ideas
and attitudes towards reading.
Kirby, Alicia and Tony (Acting Senior Education Improvement Leader) have conducted learning walks in each
classroom twice this term, with another scheduled for Week 10.. Part of this process is walking the walls of the
classroom and then discussing the 5 clarity questions with the students. We have focussed on the first question
for this term. This is to further enable student voice and agency and build independence and confidence as
learners.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are you learning?
How are you going?
How do you know?
How can you improve?
Where can you go for help?

Students have reported consistently positive feedback about the reading block and are very engaged and focused
during this dedicated reading hour. Phonics instruction continues as a part of this hour and additional phonics
instruction for the P-3 area takes place for the final 15 minutes before morning break time.
Classroom libraries are being set up in each classroom, housing 200 books each. This is in addition to each child
having a book box, which includes – 2 fiction, 2 non-fiction, 1 just right book, 1 decodable/levelled text (guided
reading text). This is to support our AIP goals for reading and to saturate our classrooms as being literary rich
environments. It is also to ensure students are active participants in their reading material, further increasing their
engagement and interest in reading. It also means they become more aware of how to select just right books.
The school has purchased book boxes which are of quality that should support them for their entire schooling.
INDIGO EAST CLUSTER PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY (PLC)
This term our PLC focus has been around numeracy, in particular Number & Algebra (Place Value). We have
nearly completed a full Inquiry Change Challenge cycle and will be evaluating our evidence of impact with
Osbornes Flat and Middle Indigo in Week 9 when we meet again. We will also have the opportunity to engage in
the evaluate and diagnose stage of the cycle and bring our problems of practice to be further explored in the
work undertaken during Term 2. Wooragee PS will lead the PLC next term.

Respectfully submitted,

Alicia Odewahn, Grace Panjari, Jessica Marshall
Curriculum Sub-Committee
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