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WOORAGEE NEWS

EVENTS CALENDAR

Dear Families and Friends,
PREP TRANSITION DAY: Wednesday was a really positive day. We were really looking forward to
welcoming our new Prep students for 2021 and they did an incredible job on their first school
experience. Our school buddies were also wonderful, taking time to demonstrate our school values
and to support our new little people in to our school community. Prep students were taken on a
school tour, a visit to Yirrikama and some follow up activities in class. We are already looking forward
to our next fortnight’s visit! The school had a lovely feel on Wednesday.
LAPTOPS FOR SALE: We have 5 decommissioned laptops for sale. They are $50 each. Please contact
me if you are interested.
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS: The school received a grant to assist in preparing for the current bushfire
season. We are very thankful for these funds as during the holidays gutters were cleaned, grounds
were cleared, trees were pruned, the retaining wall area was built, road base was placed around
garden beds and lawns were maintained. Matt from Yack Landscapes and Joe, have done an absolutely
incredible job in helping to keep our school fire safe. In light of this, I have also attached to the end of
our newsletter, our school relocation plan on extreme fire days. Extreme fire days are pre-planned and
our relocation is a proactive move. It just means that we are not taking any unnecessary risks on days
when fire activity is heightened, therefore keeping our community safe. This is in-line with our
relocation plans for the past 3 years.
DOGS IN SCHOOLS: We are very excited to share that we will be welcoming a school dog to Wooragee
Primary School, Sunny. Sunny is 1 year old and will be joining us through the Dogs Connect program.
Sunny visited the school during the remote learning period and during Term 4 staff and students will
commence some of the necessary training to be able to introduce Sunny into our school program. The
Dogs Connect program enables well-being dogs in schools. We join Wodonga South, Melrose PS,
Baranduda PS, Wodonga SSC and Wodonga Flexible Learning Centre as schools connected to the
program. We anticipate really positive outcomes for our school community and are excited to take this
step towards improving social and emotional outcomes for our students in this engaging way. We
would love families to explore the website and social media to find out more information. We will be
in touch with families in the current weeks with further information. https://dogsconnect.net.au/
BOOK WEEK DRESS UP: Please don’t forget, Book Week Dress up day next Wednesday!
Have a lovely weekend,
Alicia Odewahn- Principal

OCTOBER
21st BOOK WEEK DRESS-UP DAY
22nd Teacher Interviews for 3rd
classroom
23rd PUBLIC HOLIDAY IN LIEU
OF GRANDFINAL DAY
26th Book Club Due Back
28th Prep Transition Day 9:0011:00am
NOVEMBER
3rd MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
11th Prep Transition Day 9:00
1:00pm
16th STUDENT FREE DAY
CURRICULUM PLANNING
23rd School Photos
25th Prep Transition Day 9:001:00pm
DECEMBER
8th STATE WIDE TRANSITION
DAY 9:00-3:00pm
10th School Concert
(How this looks TBA)
11th School Celebration
18th LAST DAY OF TERM 2:30pm
FINISH
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Another new normal: the journey back to school may be a bit bumpy- Maggie Dent
Schools across Australia are gradually opening their doors for more and more students to return to face-to-face learning after many weeks of home isolation. The
relief of many parents to hand the baton of schooling back to teachers is almost palpable, especially those who are working from home at the same time.
The schooling from home experience has been different for every family. Some have reported that their children have thrived being out of the classroom. Many
have seen their children enjoy having enough time to complete their tasks with more autonomy and freedom. Some children who have learning challenges have
found the home environment more supportive as they are able to get the help they need immediately away from the distractions of the classroom.
I'm sure for most families, some days things went well, and other days went from bad to worse and "crisis schooling" definitely was a source of more conflict in
many homes. Having access to technology, Wi-Fi and space have been common challenges in these times. Zoom meetings have become commonplace and they've
had their pros and cons. There have been challenges and gifts, so returning to school may be seen with mixed feelings.
Another new normal
Children have become used to a new sense of predictability through this time of isolation, even though many have missed their friends, their extracurricular
activities, their extended families and even their playgrounds. Over a period of six weeks the brain gets used to a new normal and returning to school is going to
take a little adjusting. School will be different as staff have to find ways to ensure social distancing and intensive hygiene practises within the school environment.
Drop-offs will be very different to before COVID-19 and it is important to forewarn your children that you are unable to go in the school gate.
For many of our younger students it will feel very much like the beginning of the year so be prepared some regression. Separation distress may reappear and given
that you are unable to stay beside your child as you could at the beginning of the year, be prepared to have your swagger on. Be as positive and enthusiastic as
possible however note that it can take a couple of weeks at least for kids to feel comfortable again in transitioning from your safekeeping to their school's safety.
Have faith in your teachers that they will be aware of the need to restore the sense of strong relationships and a safe environment for your children. Consider
putting a special note in your child's lunchbox or writing a message on a banana as little things like this can help children feel safer, happier and connected to you
from a distance.
Readjusting to social life at school
For the children who have continued to attend school during isolation, many of them will have formed new friendship groups. Again, be prepared for some social
dynamics that may be a little stressful for your child as they socially navigate the school setting. Children will be discouraged from touching each other and while
this is a health precaution, it's also a biological need in children so not being able to be close to their friends may cause some kids distress. It can really help if you
have conversations with your children, many times over this transition back into full-time schooling. Please teach them to do elbow hugs and virtual high fives!
I've heard on the grapevine that some kids who have returned to the classroom already have complained to their parents about how noisy the classroom has been
compared to being at home. Again, children will take time to adjust to the new normal and the most important thing that parents can do is listen, validate their
feelings and reassure them that adjustment takes time. Over-reassurance with phrases like "it'll be fine" and "there's nothing to worry about" can be unhelpful when
our children are experiencing situational anxiety. Once things become more predictable, and they feel safer the anxiety tends to settle on its own.
Make time to restore
As this is an unsettling time, you may notice your kids are more fatigued and tired than usual. This is normal as the nervous system is working hard to help your child
cope with our unpredictable world. Allow time after school to be restorative with some time outside in the fresh air, lots of child-directed play and with as much TLC
as possible. Things will improve gradually and before you know it your child will have adjusted to returning to full-time schooling, despite the fact that we still live in
a world where the coronavirus is a threat.
Lastly, please be mindful of how hard our teachers have been and are still working for your children. Planning online schooling at the same time as in-class learning
takes hours of extra work. The constant monitoring of student interactions, while keeping things calm and safe takes energy. Please express your gratitude so your
kids can see that we value everything they do. The key to a healthy transition is patience while building predictability and the restoration of the student-teacher
relationship. It may take some time. Be patient – change takes time even if it seems like it's a change back to something that was normal.

http://www.essentialkids.com.au/education/school/primary-school/another-new-normal-the-journey-back-to-school-may-be-abit-bumpy-20200518-h1o52p

Student Work
Judah: Year 4
My name is Judah and my dog’s name is Will, and this is made by Judah McIntosh,
starting story now/ now. Once upon a time I took my dog on a walk and I saw a
camera, and I took a photo of my dog. My dog disappeared. I said “Will, Will, Will,
Will”. “Where did you go?” Then I took a photo of myself I saw my dog and I saw 5
soldiers, and I has some armour and a sword. So I fought them and I won, and I took
my dog back home.

THANK YOU

We would like to say a
special thank you to:
Owen and Eric for continuing to
garden every week through this
unusual time.
Our Prep Buddies for their
amazing work on Wednesday

WOORAGEE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Recognising students who have
identified “The Wooragee Way” values
in their peers:







Jacob for being patient whilst
waiting for his buddy to arrive.
Kalum for demonstrating respect
and responsibility for others in the
way he advocated for a peer.
Cooper Innes for the mature way
that he has carried himself in all
areas this week
Cameron for demonstrated
enormous amounts of resilience in
his wiriting

Breakfast Club
Every Thursday
and Friday
morning from
8.30am-9.00am
Please advise Bec of
any dietary
requirements or
changes to dietary
requirements.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAY

BUSHFIRE SEASON
Please see the attached information
regarding our relocation plan during
extreme fire days. This is a way to
ensure our community stays safe.
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As we approach bushfire season, it is
also a prompt for us to encourage
our school community to think
about their own properties and to
ensure that they are bushfire
prepared. Check gutters, remove
rubbish, trim trees, etc. The local
Wooragee CFA are a really helpful
resource to access also.

4th Owen
13th Hudson
22 Cooper I

SAKG FRIDAY MENU

1011 Beechworth-Wodonga Rd
Wooragee VIC 3747
03 5728 7255
wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Find us on Facebook

DON’T FORGET!
BOOK WEEK DRESS
UP NEXT
WEDNESDAY (22nd
OCTOBER 2020)

Due to Covid
restrictions there
will be no SAKG
program at this
time.

School Uniform Order Form
Family Name _________________________
* Please enter the number of items required
EMBROIDERED SUN HAT

Price

S/55cm

M/57cm

L/59cm

XL/61cm

Floppy Embroidered Navy Broad Rimmed

$ 12

Royal Blue Beanie
EMBROIDERED ITEMS

One size
4

6

8

10

12

$8.50
14

16

Short Sleeve Royal Blue Polo Top

$ 19

Long Sleeve Royal Blue Polo Top

$ 21

Polar Fleece Full Zip Jacket

$29

Polar Fleece Royal Blue 1/2 Zip Jumper

$ 29

Polar Fleece Vest

$26

PREFERRED SCHOOL DRESS

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Girls Tartan School Dress

PREFERRED SCHOOL UNIFORM ITEMS

$40

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Navy Shorts Basketball

$ 17

Navy Shorts Rugby

$ 17

Navy Shorts Cargo

$ 23

Navy Skorts

$22
4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Navy Cargo Pants

$26

Navy Long Track Pants With Cuff

$22

Double Knee in 4,6,8,10
Navy Long Track Pants No Cuff

$22

Double Knee in 4,6,8,10
TOTAL AMOUNT
I have enclosed cash payment

I have made a Direct Deposit into Wooragee Primary School Council Account, BSB 803070 Account number 48136
Please return to school with your child or email to Wooragee.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Sub
Total

